
April 20, 2010 

Dear Reader, 

You may recall that I went on a mission trip to Hungary in 2002 and 
2003 to staff the SOZO Festival, a Christian creative arts festival that 
focuses on personal wholeness, cultural reconciliation, and unity 
within the global body of Christ.  It was right up my alley and a real 
highlight.  I loved it.  Well, this July, SOZO will host its festival in 
England and I plan on joining the staff once again.  And, much to my 
delight, my oldest daughter Emily is joining me.  I’ll be working closely 

with my worship pastor Rob Still as we lead worship and train worship leaders; while Emily will 
be assisting the children’s choir with Rob’s wife Ivalene. 

These are interesting times.  Europe is rapidly becoming more Islamic.  Current trends predict 
that in 11 short years, 25 percent of the European population will be Muslim and some predict a 
Muslim majority by the end of the century. 1  There is much talk about the ramifications for the 
rest of us should such an ideological shift occur. Our mission trip is not a political one, but we do 
recognize this cultural reality.  It is within this context that we desire to equip, support, and 
encourage the next generation of European Christian leaders.   

On a personal note, I’m totally stoked to be taking Emily along.  On my first trip to Hungary, 
Dave Buehring and his daughter Malia were on staff.  I remember how special that was and I 
thought how great it would be to serve on a mission trip as a family.  It’s not the right time for all 
6 of us to go (yet), but I’ve always wanted to take Emily before she became a teenager.  It is my 
desire to instill in her a love for the nations and a biblical worldview before conflicting ideas 
compete for her heart.  … And I’d like to take her while she still thinks it’s fun to go anywhere 
with Daddy.  She is 12 [gulp!], so if she goes before the teenage years, this is it.       

Would you help make this trip a reality and join our support team?  These are our specific 
needs: 

• Intercessors.  I appreciate everyone’s prayers, but I need 3-5 men who have a “burn” 
for the creative arts, worship ministry, the nations, SOZO festival, families in general, my 
family specifically, and / or me personally who will stand with us during the support, 
planning, execution, and return stages of this trip.  I would like to meet with this group 
separately and allow them to prod the nook and crannies of my personal life.  I need 
them to pray specifically and consistently.  I do not take this lightly and will be making a 
subsequent appeal to a smaller group of folks for this.  Please pray for my wisdom 
regarding whom to approach. 

• Finances. This is our most obvious hurdle.  The trip is not free and it’s not cheap.  At the 
current price of airfare, the trip is estimated to cost $5000 for the both of us.  We are 
hoping that the airfares drop as it gets a closer to time, but the Icelandic volcano is 

                                                
1 Geert Wilders, Dutch parliament member, citing a San Diego University study and historian Bernhard 
Lewis as retold on The Mansfield Group (http://mansfieldgroup.com/2009/02/24/another-dirge-for-europe-
2/) 



keeping us guessing.  Regardless, I will need to buy our tickets no later than the first of 
June.  We have several fundraising ideas to supplement this support letter.  Please pray 
for wisdom as we pursue these ideas.  

• Family.  This trip is a sacrifice for Lara and our other children.  I recognize this.  
Anything you can do to recognize this also would be greatly appreciated.  Lara will need 
encouragement, support, and practical help.  Matthew, Brooke, and Caleb will need fun 
activities and play dates.     

Timeline 

• May 18  $1000 due for half of our ground fees 
• June 1  Latest I’ll wait to purchase airfare (we purchase our tickets on our own) 
• June 15  $1000 due for the remainder of our ground fees 
• July 4  Departure  
• July 7-10 The festival 

In the interest of full disclosure, I’d like to let you know that we are considering taking a trip to 
France after the festival to visit with family who are missionaries in Nantes.  Additional funds 
needed for this will come out of our own pocket and are not included in the cost estimate above. 

If you’d like to help us with any of the above needs, I’d love to hear from you. If you’d like to help 
us financially you can donate directly to me online or write a check to Belmont Church and mail 
it to:  Jonathan Riggs / Sozo Festival / One LifeWay Plaza / MSN 126 / Nashville, TN  37234.2  
(Do NOT put your gift in the offering basket at Belmont Church, because it may not get credited 
correctly to us). I now humbly ask you to pray and consider how you can be a part of this 
opportunity for Emily and me.  Regardless of what you decide, thank you for your friendship and 
your prayers. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Riggs  

       

                                                
2 Your online donation is not tax-deductible.  If you would like your gift to be tax-deductible, you must 
donate your money to Belmont Church.  Do not write my name anywhere on the check.  Doing so can 
jeopardize the tax-exemption status of your gift. 


